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REPORT ON UNIFORM REQUIREMENTS IN 
ENGLISH FOR 1915-1919 


The National Conference on Uniform Requirements held 
its first meeting of the current triennial session in Teachers 
College of Columbia University, on February 22 and 23 
with the following list of delegates present: 


New England Association of Colleges and Preparatory 
Schools 
Prof. William A. Neilson, Harvard University 
Mr. Alfred M. Hitchcock, Public High School, Hart- 
ford 
Mr. Andrew H. Ward, Milton Academy, Milton, Mass. 


~ Association of Colleges and Preparatory Schools of the 


Middle States and Maryland 
Prof. Francis H. Stoddard, New York University 
Prof. Clarence G. Child, University of Pennsylvania 
Principal Theodore C. Mitchill, Jamaica High School 
North Central Association of Colleges and Secondary 
Schools 
Prof. Fred N. Scott, University of Michigan 
J. F. Hosic, Teachers College, Chicago 
E. L. Miller, Central High School, Detroit 
Southern Association of Colleges and Preparatory Schools 
Prof. Charles W. Kent, University of Virginia 
Prof. J. L. Henderson, University of Texas 
Mr. J. R. Hunter, Emory & Henry Preparatory School 
College Entrance Examination Board 
Head Master Wilson Farrand, Newark Academy 
Principal E. J. Goodwin, Packer Collegiate Institute 
Mr. Arthur W. Leonard, Phillips Academy, Andover 
Conference of New England Colleges on Entrance Require- 
ments in English 
Prof. Wilbur L. Cross, Yale University 
Prof. Fred P. Emery, Dartmouth College 
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Prof. Caleb-T. Winchester, Wesleyan University 
College Conference on English for the Central Atlantic 
States 


Prof. Franklin T. Baker, Teachers College, New York 
Prof. M. W. Sampson, Cornell University 
Prof. A. H. Quinn, University of Pennsylvania 


Representing N. E. A. Committee of English Round Table 

Mr. B. A. Heydrick, High School of Commerce, New 
York. 

Mr. Charles Swain Thomas, Newton (Mass.) High 
School 


The Conference organized by re-electing the present offi- 
cers: Professor Stoddard, Chairman; Professor Winches- 
ter, Vice-Chairman; Mr. Farrand, Secretary-Treasurer. 
These officers, together with Professor Cross and Professor 
Scott, were made the executive committee of the Conference. 


At this meeting each delegate was asked to present his 
views on the various phases of all the English problems 
which come properly within the jurisdiction of the National 
Conference, and before adjournment the Conference ex- 
pressed itself definitely along certain lines. To thus con- 
struct a detailed scheme that would carry out the prin- 
ciples determined, the Conference appointed a Form- 
ulating Committee, consisting of Professor Neilson, 
Professor Cross, Mr. Hosic, Mr. Hitchcock, and Mr. Far- 
rand. The committee’s report, differing slightly from the 
instructions but carrying out the general spirit expressed by 
the delegates, was passed at the adjourned meeting of the 
Conference held in New York on May 30, 1912. By unani- 
mous agreement it is made operative for the years 1915 to 
1919 inclusive. 


—. 


UNIFORM REQUIREMENTS FOR 1915—1919 


The study of English in school has two main objects: 
(1) command of correct and clear English, spoken and 
written; (2) ability to read with accuracy, intelligence, 
and appreciation. 


GRAMMAR AND COMPOSITION 


The first object requires instruction in grammar and 
composition. English grammar should ordinarily be 
reviewed in the secondary school; and correct spelling 


Uniform RequirementsinEnglish 


and grammatical accuracy should be rigorously exacted 
in connection with all written work during the four 
years. The principles of English composition govern- 
ing punctuation, the use of words, sentences, and para- 
graphs, should be thoroughly mastered ; and practice 
in composition, oral as well as written, should extend 
throughout the secondary school period. Written exer- 
cises may well comprise letter-writing, narration, de- 
scription, and easy exposition and argument. It is 
advisable that subjects for this work be taken from 
the student’s personal experience, general knowledge, 
and studies other than English, as well as from his 
reading in literature. Finally, special instruction in 
language and composition should be accompanied by 
concerted effort of teachers in all branches to cul- 
tivate in the student the habit of using good Eng- 
lish in his recitations and various exercises, whether 
oral or written. 


LITERATURE 


The second object is sought by means of two lists of 
books, headed respectively READING and STUDY, 
from which may be framed a progressive course in lit- 
erature covering four years. In connection with both 
lists, the student should be trained in reading aloud and 
be encouraged to commit to memory some of the more 
notable passages both in verse and in prose. Asan aid to 
literary appreciation, he is further advised to acquaint 
himself with the most important facts in the lives of the 
authors whose works he reads and with their place in 
literary history. 


A, READING 


The aim of this course is to foster in the student the 
habit of intelligent reading and to develop a taste for 
good literature, by giving him a first-hand knowledge 
of some of its best specimens. He should read the 
books carefully, but his attention should not be so fixed 
upon details that he fails to appreciate the main purpose 
and charm of what he reads. 

With a view to large freedom of choice, the books 
provided for reading are arranged in the following 
groups, from each of which at least two selections are 
to be made, except as otherwise provided under Group I. 


3 


+ The English Leaflet 


Group I. Classics in Translation 

The Old Testament, comprising at least the chief 
narrative episodes in Genesis, Exodus, Joshua, Judges, 
Samuel, Kings, and Daniel, together with the books of 
Ruth and Esther. 

The Odyssey, with the omission, if desired, of Book 
I, dy TL IV; V5, eV OE ev Dk 

The Iliad, with the omission, if desired, of Books XI, 
AIT, MIV eas V5 XML, OL 

The Aeneid. 

The Odyssey, Iliad, and Aeneid should be read in 
English translations of recognized literary excellence. 

For any selection from this group a selection from 
any other group may be substituted. 

Group II. Shakespeare 
Midsummer-Night’s Dream Richard II 


Merchant of Venice Richard ITI 

As You Like It Henry V 

Twelfth Night Coriolanus 

The Tempest Julius Caesar | nd celcncces 
Romeo and Juliet Macbeth for study 
King John Hamlet pas 


Group Iii. Prose Fiction 
Malory: Morte d’ Arthur (about 100 pages) 
Bunyan: Pilgrim’s Progress, Part I 
Swift: Gulliver’s Travels (voyages to Lilliput and to 
Brobdingnag ) 
Defoe: Robinson Crusoe, Part I 
Goldsmith: Vicar of Wakefield 
Frances Burney (Madame d’ Arblay): Evelina 
Scott’s Novels: any one 
Jane Austen’s Novels: any one 
Maria Edgeworth: Castle Rackrent, or The Absentee 
Dickens’s Novels: any one 
Thackeray’s Novels: any one 
George Eliot’s Novels: any one 
Mrs. Gaskell: Cranford 
Kingsley: Westward Ho! or Hereward the Wake 
Reade: The Cloister and the Hearth 
Blackmore: Lorna Doone 
Hughes: Tom Brown’s Schooldays 
Stevenson i any one of the novels which are out of copy- 
right 
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Cooper’s Novels: any one 

eee Selected ai ales 

Hawthorne: any one of the novels which are out of 
copyright ; 

A collection of short stories by various standard writers. 


Group IV. LEHssays, Biography, etc. 


Addison and Steele: The Sir Roger de Coverley 
Papers, or Selections from The Tatler and The 
Spectator (about 200 pages) 

Boswell: Selections from the Life of Johnson (about 
200 pages) 

Franklin: Autobiography 

Irving: Seleetions from the Sketch Book (about 200 
pages), or the Life of Goldsmith 

Southey: Life of Nelson 

Lamb: Selections from the Essays of Elia (about 100 
pages) 

Lockhart: Selections from the Life of Scott (about 
200 pages) 

Thackeray: Lectures on Swift, Addison, and Steele 
in the English Humorists 

Macaulay: One of the following essays: Lord Clive, 
Warren Hastings, Milton, Addison, Goldsmith, 
Frederic the Great, Madame d’ Arblay 

Trevelyan: Selections from Life of Macaulay (about 
200 pages) 

Ruskin: Sesame and Lilies, or Selections (about 150 
pages ) 

Dana: Two Years Before the Mast 

Lincoln: Selections, including at least the two Inaugu- 
rals, the Speeches in Independence Hall and at 
Gettysburg, the Last Public Address, and Let- 
ter to Horace Greeley; together with a brief 
memoir or estimate of Lincoln 

Parkman: The Oregon Trail 

Thoreau: Walden 

Lowell: Selected Essays (about 150 pages) 

Holmes: The Autocrat of the Breakfast Table 

Stevenson: Inland Voyage and Travels with a Donkey 

Huxley: Autobiography and selections from Lay 
Sermons, including the addresses on Improving 
Natural Knowledge, A Liberal Education, and 
A Piece of Chalk 
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A collection of Essays by Bacon, Lamb, De Quincey, 
Hazlitt, Emerson, and later writers. 
A collection of letters by various standard writers 


Group V. Poetry 


Palgrave'’s Golden Treasury (First Series): Books IT 
and III, with special attention to Dryden, Col- 
lins, Gray, Cowper, and Burns. 

Palgrave’s Golden Treasury (First Series): Book IV, 
with special attention to Wordsworth, Keats, 
and Shelley (if not chosen for study under B). 

Goldsmith: The Traveller and The Deserted Village 

Pope: The Rape of the Lock 

A Collection of English and Scottish Ballads, as, for 
example, Robin Hood ballads, The Battle of Ot- 
terburn, King Estmere, Young Beichan, Bewick 
and Grahame, Sir Patrick Spens, and a selection 
from later ballads. 

Coleridge: The Ancient Mariner, Christabel, and 
Kubla Khan 

Byron: Childe Harold, Canto III, or Canto IV, and 
Prisoner of Chillon 

Scott: The Lady of the Lake, or Marmion 

Macaulay: The Lays of Ancient Rome, The Battle of 
Naseby, The Armada, Ivry 

Tennyson: The Princess er Gareth and Lynette, 
Lancelot and Elaine, and Passing of Arthur 

Browning: Cavalier Tunes, The Lost Leader, How 
They Brought the Good News from Ghent to 
Aix, Home Thoughts from Abroad, Home 
Thoughts from the Sea, Incident of the French 
Camp, Hervé Riel, Pheidippides, My Last 
Duchess, Up at a Villa—Down in the City, The 
Italian in England, The Patriot, “De Gustibus—” 
The Pied Piper, Instans Tyrannus 

Arnold: Sohrab and Rustum and The Forsaken Mer- 
man 

Selections from American Poetry with special attention 
to Poe, Lowell, Longfellow, and Whittier. 


B. STUDY 


This part of the requirement is intended as a natural 
and logical continuation of the student’s earlier read- 
ing, with greater stress laid upon form and style, the 
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exact meaning of words and phrases, and the under- 
standing of allusions. The books provided for study 
are arranged in four groups, from each of which one 
Selection is to be made. 


Group I. Drama 
Shakespeare: Julius Caesar 


Macbeth 
Hamlet 


Group II. Poetry 
Milton: L’Allegro, II Penseroso, and either Comus 
or Lycidas 
Tennyson: The Coming of Arthur, The Holy Grail, 
and the Passing of Arthur 
The selections from Wordsworth, Keats, and Shelley 
in Book IV of Palgrave’s Golden Treasury 
(First Series) 
Group Iii. Oratory 
Burke: Speech on Conciliation with America 
Macaulay’s Speech on Copyright, and Lincoln’s Speech 
at Cooper Union 
Washington’s Farewell Address and Webster’s First 
Bunker Hill Oration 
Group IV. Essays 
Carlyle: Essay on Burns, with selections from Burns’s 
poems 
Macaulay: Life of Johnson 
Emerson: Essay on Manners 


EXAMINATION 


However accurate in subject-matter, no paper will 
be considered satisfactory if seriously defective in 
punctuation, spelling, or other essentials of good 
usages. 

The examination will be divided into two parts, one of 
which will be on grammar and composition, and the 
other on literature. 

In grammar and composition, the candidate may be 
asked specific questions upon the practical essentials of 
these studies, such as the relation of the various parts 
of a sentence to one another, the construction of indi- 
vidual words in a sentence of reasonable difficulty, and 
those good usages of modern English which one should 
know in distinction from current errors. The main 
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test in composition will consist of one or more essays, 
developing a theme through several paragraphs. The 
subjects will be drawn from the books read, from the 
candidate’s other studies, and from his personal knowl- 
edge and experience quite apart from reading. For this 
purpose the examiner will provide several subjects, 
perhaps eight or ten, from which the candidate may 
make his own selections. He will not be expected to 
write more than four hundred words per hour. 
The examination in literature will include: 


A. General questions designed to test such a knowl- 
edge and appreciation of literature as may be gained 
by fulfilling the requirements defined under A. 
READING, above. The candidate will be required to 
submit a list of the books read in preparation for the 
examination, certified by the principal of the school in 
which he was prepared; but this list will not be made 
the basis of detailed questions. 

B. A test on the books prescribed for study, which 
will consist of questions upon their content, form, and 
structure, and upon the meaning of such words, phras- 
es, and allusions as may be necessary to an understand- 
ing of the works and an appreciation of their salient 
qualities of style. General questions may also be asked 
concerning the lives of the authors, their other works, 
and the periods of literary history to which they belong. 


RECOMMENDATIONS 


1 That colleges so desiring may set an examination 
requiring no prescribed books, but testing the same gen- 
eral kind of preparation as that indicated in the fore- 
going requirements. 

2. That individual colleges take such steps as may 
be found necessary to ascertain whether candidates for 
entrance possess an adequate equipment in oral Eng- 
lish. 

3. That schools should recommend a supplementary 
list for additional reading. This list may well include 
suitable selections from contemporary literature and 
books of local interest. 


Each item of the foregoing report was separately dis- 
cussed and voted upon. Finally the whole report was unani- 
mously. adopted. 


Uniform Requirementsin English 9 


The question of the proper number of units of credit to 
award for the study of English in the high school was re- 
ferred to a special committee, consisting of Messrs. Hender- 
son, Cross, Quinn, Neilson, and Farrand. 

The Executive Committee was made a special commit- 
tee on the high-school English course to confer with simi- 
lar committees respectively appointed by the English Coun- 
cil and the English Round Table of the N. E. A. 


EDITORIAL NOTES 


The publication of this Leaflet was delayed in order that 
the final work of the National Conference might be fully re- 


ported. , 


The prevailing note of the Conference, was the liberaliz- 
ing of the high-school English course. College professors 
and school men worked together with one single aim in 
view—the aim to increase the effectiveness of English teach- 
ing. There were lines of cleavage in the Conference, but 
_ these lines did not divide the school men from the college 
men. The lines simply divided one group who honestly 
thought one thing, from another group who honestly 
thought a different thing. And in the will of the majority 
there was always the most cheerful acquiescence. 


The Formulating Committee in its type-written report 
made a distinct improvement in the arrangement of titles— 
an arrangement which your Editor has been glad to follow. 
Each title, it will be noted, generally occupies a single line, 
and this mechanically differentiates it more clearly from 
each succeeding title. It is hoped that all subsequent reprint- 
ings will preserve this method. 


Special attention is directed to the first paragraph under 
the Recommendations. This suggested policy is in line with 
the “New Plan” papers which Harvard University is now 
setting. Such questions should not make the examination 
any easier; but if they are properly framed, they should 
place a greater odium and sense of shame upon the appli- 
cant who fails, for he will likely fail, not through any ex- 
cusable chance ignorance of a particular detail, but 
through unpardonable negligence. 

In order that members of our Association may be familiar 
_with this type of question, the English Department of Har- 
yard has generously offered to distribute with the October 
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Leaflet a copy of either the June or September entrance 
paper. 


It is to be noted that the Conference, instead of making 
its selections operative for three years as heretofore, makes 
them operative for five years. This extension will allow 
actual trial in the class-room, before delegates are called to- 
gether to form a new set of requirements. Furthermore, 
the present Conference has by its actions displaced the old 
1915 selections and substituted the present list. 


In issuing this final Leaflet for the current school year 
the Editor takes this opportunity to express his sincere 
thanks to the many members who in various ways have given 
encouragement, to the contributors who have so generously 
lightened his task, and to the advertisers who have allowed 
an enlargement of his field. To each and all he offers his 
last full measure of devotion. May the vacation period bring 
to each member such varying phases of work and play as 
will allow us in mid-season to recast Shakespeare and read 
and feel,—Now is the summer of our real content. 


ENGLISH FOR SECONDARY SCHOOLS 
By W. F. Webster, 
Principal of East High School, Minnea- 
polis, Minnesota. 


Price, 90 cents, net. Postpaid. 


English teachers will appreciate these features: 


Thorough review of essentials of grammar and of punc- 
tuation taught in connection with the study of the 
sentence in the first chapter of the book. 


Simplicity and clearness of statement, with a constant 
regard to the pupil’s own interest and needs. 


Rhetorical terms and definitions reduced to a minimum, 
and the emphasis placed on actual training in the 
use of English. 


HOUGHTON MIFFLIN COMPANY 


BOSTON NEW YORK CHICAGO 


AN ENGLISH TEACHER’S MANUAL 


For convenience, a teacher’s manual of Thomas 
and Howe’s Composition and Rhetoric, with blank 
space for notes, has been prepared and will be available 
this spring. This manual will be of much help-to the 
inexperienced teacher and an accommodation to the 
experienced teacher in following the progress of the class 
and as a note book of matters of special interest, special 
applications, or additional drill. 


Suggestions, inspiring hints, modern views, practi- 
cal ways and means, planning work, and good advice 
characterize this manual. It will be a working book that 
every teacher will want. 


During this present year Thomas and Howe’s 
Composition and Rhetoric has been used in more schools 
than ever before and the indications point unmistakably 
to a considerable increase next year. The reason for 
this appears to be that this text book gives uniformly 
excellent results. 


LONGMANS, GREEN, & CO., Publishers 


New England Agency . : - 120 Boylston Street, Boston 


Eclectic English Classics 
New Editionin Cloth 53 Volumes The 20 cent Series 


The volumes of this new edition have been reduced 
to pocket size, and are attractively bound in cloth. The 
notes and teaching apparatus of the texts have been care- 
fully reviewed, revised, and where necessary extended by 
well-known teachers of English in secondary schools, or 
by teachers who have had experience in secondary 
school work. Each volume contains a sketch of the au- 
thor’s life and work, together with notes and such other 
helps as are necessary toa clear understanding of the 
text. The convenient arrangement of the notes at the 
foot of the page has been retained from the old edition, 
but in many cases critical notes, outlines, analyses, and 
suggestions for study have been added at the end of the 
book. The new edition meets the present needs of 
schools and the ideas of progressive, up-to-date teachers. 
It includes the texts most commonly studied and read 
for entrance to college, besides many other standard 
texts frequently used in schools. It is the lowest priced 
edition published, most of the volumes being but 20 
cents. Complete list of the series will be sent on request. 


American Book Company 


New York Cincinnati Chicago 


TWO NEW BOOKS 


|THE AMERICAN SHORT STORY . 50 cents 


— C. Alphonso Smith, Edgar Allen Poe Professor of 
English in the University of Virginia. 
One of the lectures on American literature delivered 
at the University of Berlin during the author’s in- 
cumbency of the Roosevelt Professorship. 
The lecture gives briefly the history of the short 
story in American literature, ‘explains its chief 
structural types, and indicates some of the reasons 
for its popularity and influence. 

HALE’S MAN WITHOUT A COUNTRY ...... 25 cents 
Substantially bound and with an attractive type- 
page this is a very desirable edition for school use. 


THE NEW HUDSON SHAKESPEARE, Each Vol. 50 cents 
For completeness, compactness, and convenience 
there is no series more valuable for students’ use 
and none more attractive. The following plays have 
lately been added to the edition: 

Midsummer Night’s Dream. King Lear. Twelfth Night. 


A Ginn and Company, Publishers ERY, 
Cr a! 29\ Bescon Street - Boston fis 


PLAN AND 
MATERIAL 


These two features combine in HERRICK AND 
DAMON’S NEW COMPOSITION AND RHETORIC (pub- 
lished August 1911) to make a book that is splendidly 
effective. 


Every opportunity will be afforded you to put this 
statement to the severest test if you are interested in a 
successful one book course in composition. 


WRITE US TODAY 


SCOTT, FORESMAN AND COMPANY 
37 East 28th Street. NEW YORK. 


